EXTENSIONS TO THIS WALK

There are three options for longer walks:

(1)      go down past Hospital House, past Manse Road and then down some steps.  This takes you into the ‘new’ houses where, from June to October, the gardens are a mass of colour.   It is easy to find your way back to Duthie Road.  

(2)     cross the main road and walk up Tree Road, past cottages on the left and the football field.  You can continue on this, the Ordhill farm road, for about a mile to a B-road.

You can return or, if you want a longer walk, it is possible to walk back to Tarves by turning right and then right again at the wooded cross-roads.  This is about 4 miles and goes along a public road so beware of traffic.  

(3) go south, with the Aberdeen Arms on your left, through the village and on to the Old Drove Road, along which cattle would have been driven from Aikey Fair to the Falkirk Tryst.  This walk requires stout walking shoes.

Once you pass the woods and are on the level again, you can turn off to the left and walk through the fields to Tolquhon Castle.  To walk to the turn-off to Tolquhon Castle and back will take over an hour.  Add on another 20 minutes each way if you go to Tolquhon (Historic Scotland, entry charged).

TARVES WALKS

A Walk Around The Village,

With Suggested Extensions
This Tarves Walk starts in The Square and takes you round the historic part of Tarves, a village the origins of which date back 1,000 years.  The walk should take about 30 minutes and is suitable for wheelchair users. Before you set off, take time to read the large notice boards beside the bus shelter;  they have interesting information on Tarves.

Cross the main road to The Kirk, built in 1797, a replacement for former churches.   The church is usually open and you are welcome to look around.  In the graveyard are many interesting gravestones (including four Commonwealth war graves) and the magnificent Tolquhon Tomb, dating from 1589 and originally part of an earlier church.

Continue down Kirk Brae, where there are some small cottages (originally thatched), all of them making good use of their tiny front gardens.  On retracing your steps to the War Memorial, cross the road and head slightly downhill;  on the right is Hospital House (now a private house).  It was built in 1875 as a girls’ school, then converted to a cottage hospital in 1883;  on the wall there is a bronze plaque to commemorate Mary Greenhaugh, one of the nurses until 1890.

Return to The Square and turn left; keep on the main road, and cross to the other side.  On the right-hand side, after Tree Road and before the traditional red ‘phone box, are two low cottages, one of which used to be the police station.

The large building on your right is the Melvin Hall, built in 1875, thanks to a bequest from George Melvin, the rather eccentric but well requested headmaster, and other donations.  In here was established the first rural Carnegie Library which, at one point, had 6,000 volumes.

Continue on this road and you will see several attractive houses on both sides of the road, including what is now the Globe Inn, which was built by a local meal-miller for his retirement.  You can continue right to the edge of the village where the last house on the right is Ivy Cottage, which used to be a croft.

As you return to The Square, cross the street and note on your way the fine Tarves Bowling Green (established in the 1940s) strategically placed so that passers-by can stop to watch games on a summer’s evening.

Then you pass Tarves Primary School, built in 1911 of New Pitsligo Granite and attended by over 100 pupils.  The next building of note is the Clydesdale Bank, built in 1950 as the North of Scotland Bank and later changed to The Clydesdale.

On the corner of The Square is Duthie’s.  Although now called Mace Store, it is known by all as Duthie’s, after the original owner who built it in 1864.  The premises stretch right along the first part of Duthie Road.

Stay on the left side of the road, with the car park on your right.  On the corner is the Tarves Heritage Centre, a museum and a Victorian schoolroom, which is open from May to end September, Thursday to Sunday afternoons.  The Centre, opened in July 2004, was the original school, built in 1881 and used until the pupils moved to the ‘new’ school which you saw earlier.

If the Centre is closed and you would like to visit it, please ask someone in Duthie’s to contact a committee member who will be pleased to show you around.

This walk is suitable for wheelchair-users.

Dogs:   If you have a dog, you’ll find a dog walk down Kirk Brae and to the right.  Please dispose of any faeces in the bin provided.

Shops:  as well as Mace, there is the Tarves Butcher.

Pubs:  the Aberdeen Arms and the Globe Inn both serve meals.
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